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July 24th 2013 - Glasgow Hall 102 - 1200
CAPT Wayne Porter




At the beginning of this century, we Americans find ourselves at an inflexion point in history, facing a complex and
uncertain strategic environment characterized by increasing market and cultural interdependence and competition
for finite resources – energy, minerals, food, and water.  This is a point Michael Klare stresses in his new book,
“The Race for What’s Left.”  But perhaps more significantly, I believe we are at a Darwinian moment for civilization,
one that is full of opportunity if we have the wherewithal and determination to seize it by adapting to our changing
environment.  In essence, we are outliving the usefulness of carbon-based fuels as an engine for the global
economy, and we need to seek a more sustainable model of economic growth.  It is as if we are breathlessly racing
the rest of the world for the last pack of cigarettes, with little regard for the longer term consequences of that
addiction.  America’s continued credibility as a global leader hinges on our willingness to accept the challenge of
creating a new model of prosperity and security in an interconnected world.
A few months ago I was invited by the environmental group, E3G, in London, to accompany a small delegation from
the Office of the Secretary of Defense and the Center for Naval Analysis on a “road show” in northern Europe to
discuss issues of environmental and energy security with interested political, military and academic groups.  Our
meetings included discussions with German and European Union Parliamentarians and think tank representatives
in Berlin, with civilian and military NATO and EU representatives in Brussels, and with high-level, international
participants in the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office-hosted “Climate Security in the 21st Century”
conference at Lancaster House in London.  More recently, I moderated the Global Conference on Oceans, Climate
and Security in Boston at the University of Massachusetts.  Secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus, accepted an award
and delivered an inspiring address at this event.
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I found these events both encouraging and distressing.
In both the meetings in Europe and the discussions in Boston, I was encouraged by the level of concern expressed
in the need to address the phenomena of environmental and meteorological changes that are impacting our planet
— perhaps not an unexpected perspective from this select group of participants.  But I was also struck by the
apparent lack of awareness that climatological change and diminishing resources — through increasing fuel prices,
failing agricultural policies, and water scarcity — have already manifested themselves in virtually every aspect of
our strategic environment, and that “climate change,” or perhaps more accurately, anthropogenic atmospheric and
environmental change, is only an effect of a larger problem, rather than the cause of these manifestations.  Finally, I
was distressed by the apparent hyper-focus on security concerns and the threat they represent. Little regard was
given, for example, to opportunities to address what many consider to be the underlying cause of these conditions
and manifestations.
Throughout the course of our history, Americans have excelled across the spectrum of human endeavor through
fair competition, innovation and entrepreneurial spirit.  But we should not lose sight that the key ingredients of this
legacy were hard work and self-confidence.  In a world whose population may reach nine billion by 2050, we must
demonstrate our exceptionalism by forging a path to sustainable economic growth and security.  It’s time we retool
the education and job training needed to create a new model of growth, one based on clean and renewable (and
reusable) resources: energy in addition to food, water and minerals.  Darwin stressed the importance of adaptation
and strength gained through competition.  As a species we need to evolve along with our environment.  For those
with vision, this represents an opportunity rather than a threat.  For instance, why not explore the development of
industrial clusters in the United States to serve as centers for international investment and cooperation in leading
edge technologies and manufacturing associated with clean, renewable energy, sustainable agricultural and
aquaculture development, scrap metal recycling, and water treatment and management?  I am currently involved
with a project in Salinas, California that is attempting to do just that.
With strong and visionary leadership, Americans can prove the efficacy of the values and free market ideology upon
which our nation was founded.  I am proud of the supporting role the Department of Defense is playing in the
pursuit of cleaner, sustainable sources of energy and energy efficiency. But this transformation cannot, and should
not be, a military-led effort.  The reinvigoration of our economy and manufacturing base — as well as the
awareness that fair competition can result in multiple winners, rather than a single winner and multiple losers —
must confidently begin within our free market system. We need to engage American citizens in an honest dialogue
that focuses on the challenges and opportunities of today’s strategic environment and encourage them to generate
a new, sustainable legacy of greatness.   
* The views expressed are those of the author and do not represent the official views or policy of the Department of
Defense or the Naval Postgraduate School.
Biography
CAPT Porter was born in Fullerton, California and graduated from the University of Southern California.  CAPT
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